FORD UK made record profits of £248 million
last year, and gave top manager Terry
Beckett a rise from £30,000 to £55,000 a year.
They pay their workers less than average
wages for gruelling, mind-destroying work,
with rotating shifts.

No wonder Ford workers struck spontan-
eously last Thursday, 21st, when they heard
the bosses had offered no more than 5% plus
a productivity deal.

The walk-out caught the union leaders off
balance. On Thursday evening, they were
still looking forward to a month of negotiat-
ions. On Friday the negotiators had to call for
an all-out official strike.

The Ford workers' claim for £20 increase
and a 35-hour week can be won. Although
Ford’s Europe-wide planning of their prod-
uction gives them an advantage in fighting
strikes, their stocks are low and Britain is
their only source for some important items.

Ford can be forced to risk government
sanctions. Their 25,000 sales each year to the
Government — which could be cut off as a
penalty for breaking the 5% limit — are only
4% of their British total.

In fact it is doubtful whether the Govern-
ment would apply the sanctions if it came to

FASCISTS WITH POLICE ESCORT INVA

Tens of thousands
of anti-fascists
marched from

. Hyde Park to a
Carnival in Brock-
well Park on Sun-
day. But the Na-
tional Front were
still able to march
in London and
rampage through
the East End.
Report and analy-
sis, pages 2-3.

P

it. And rank and tile opposition in the labour
movement to the 5% limit is strong enough
— if properly organised and mobilised — to
force the Labour government to back down in
an all-out confrontation with the Ford work-
ers. Every group of workers that brings
forward its own over-the-6% pay claim is
helping both itself and the Ford workers.

The*Ford bosses turned the 35-hour week
demand down flat. But that can be won to0o0.
There is nothing fixed and natural about
working 40 hours a week.

Leaders

The biggest danger for the Ford workers
is treachery from their own union leaders.
The union leaders’ tactic will probably be to
do just enough to keep at the head of the
movement, but not enough to keep up the
workers’ confidence in their ability to win.
Their friends in the Labour government wiH
put tremendous pressure on these leaders to
stamp on the struggle, supposedly for the
sake of defending Labour against the Tories.

Ford workers will have to keep control of
the strike in their own hands. Regular mass

meetings should take all decisions affecting
the running of the strike, and vote on any
proposed deals. They should demand that
every Ford worker gets a copy of any deal to
read the small print and discuss the implicat-
ions before voting on it.

Shop stewards must liaise nationally to
make sure that an .organised unofficial

leadership can take over if the official leader-

ship sells out.

Ford shop stewards have already asked
dockers to black all Ford imports. Contact
should also be made with European Ford
workers, to get their support and prevent the
Ford bosses setting worker against worker.

Victory in this strike, both on the wages

demand and on the 35-hour week, would be a

tremendous step forward for the labour
movement. It would give a lead for similar
demands to be won by other workers, restor-
ing living standards eroded since 1974-5 and

drawing thousands of workers in off the dole

queues.

It would be a stinging defeat for the right-
wing policy of the Labour and TUC leaders,
seriously weakening their hold on the labour
movement and paving the way for them to be
called to account and replaced.

A QUIET re-run of the Trades
Union Congress: that was the orl-

'gln-l bllll:f for this year’s Labour
arty conference in Blackpool.

Labour Conference _
- WHY IT WON’T

BE ALL QUIET
IN BLACKPOOL

Trade union n and a
re-g!ectlon ‘‘don’t rock the
at’’ mood were to antee
that for the Govemmt?m
But tponing the election
has m it more likely that the
anger over the Govermnment’s
record which exists inside the
labour movement will show itself.
The national strike in Ford ag-
ainst the 5% limit gives that
anger & focus.
t the conference there is not
one resolution against wage com-
trol from a trade umion,

the TUC’s formal op ’
There are, however, several
from cons Labour Parties.

Wost CLB (1o resolufion 66 trom
est

Huyton CLP) puts the issue most
forthrightly. It ‘“‘calls for the re-
jection of Phase 4’ and “‘opposes
any new incomes policy or volunt-
ary deal between the TUC lead-
ers and the Government’’. .

The amendment goes om to
state that ‘‘trade unions can only
represent their members’ inter-
ests effectively by ensuring their
independence from the state’’
and calls for a in the
labour “movement for ‘‘an Iim-
provement in working class living
standards and for safeguards to
protect such improvements
against inflation’.

Other CLPs link their opposit-
ion to pay controls to a call for a
national minimum wage. 20 CLPs
raise the question the mini-
mum wage, some of them setting
a figure of £70 a week and de-
manding the minimum wage be
linked to the cost of living. A
resolution from Coichester CLP
also calls on the Government to
nationalise any firm pa be-
low a national minimum deter-
mined by the trade unions.

On this issue, there is only one
trade union resolution, from
NUPE. Although NUPE s
currently running a public Low
Pay cam , its resolution sets
no definite , does not men-
tion wage controls, contains mno
demand for protection against
inflation, and says nothing
about action now.

Consistently, the trade union
resolutions reflect the TUC mood
of shutting up and bearing with
the Government’s policies until
the elections. Even the TUC’s
proclaimed policies, against the
5% limit and for the 35 hour
week, are not pushed hard.

This trade umion attitude,
with major block votes in the
hands of right- ers like Terry
Duffy of the AUEW and David
Basnett of the GMWU, is likely
to block resolutions which could

‘embarrass the Government too
~much.

continued on back page
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| HIS TORIG
| MOVE...
| AGAINST TIlE

B PALESTINIAN
" PEOPLE

MIDDLE EAST negotiations
seem to be a stage on which the

- famous make "historic” gestures.

While the credulous gasp and

applaud at these moves —
Kissinger’s shuttle diplomacy,
- Nixon’s visit to Egyp
‘arrival in Jerusalem and Begin’s

t, Sadat’s

in Ismailia, and now Carter’s
triumph at Camp David — the

grim realities go on hardly |

changing.
Israel still does not recogmse

‘_the Palestinians’ right to self
- determination, and the latest

agreement has gone no further

than talk of the need to “‘recog- §
‘nise the leg:tlmate nghts of the

Palestinian people’’; it has not

 said what those rights are. |
The, same ambiguity runs

through several other clauses.
Both Egypt and Israel solemnly

“declare that they recognise UN

resolution 242 (which demands
Israeli w1thdrawal from occupied
territory), yet it is well known that
the two parties to the agreement

- interpret the resolutlon quite _'

differently.

So what was the pomt of mak- '

ing the agreement?

From Egypt’s point of view —

or rather from the point of view of

(its ruling class — the territorial
- extension of Egypt to the whole of
Sinai (captured by Israel in 1967)

is important.
 Trade with Israel will also open

| up certain economic opportunit-

1 ies for this class. Sadat himself
seems to have bought himself at

‘least a brief penod of political

stability just when pressure on

~ him was mounting to show some-
thing in return for his sell-out trip

toJ erusalem

- Begin has likewise strength- 7

ened hlmself Since Sadat’s visit
there has been a lot of criticism of

| his failure to reciprocate with as

grand a gesture as that of the

Egyptian Premier. |
~ Israel’s capitalists will also

benefit from the opening up of
trade with Egypt.

The losers, again, as usual, are
the Palestlmans Their nghts go
disregarded. Fancy

Israel will still occupy the West

'Bank, the Golan Heights and

Gaza, and that its troops and a
strengthened police force will en-
force that occupation.

Each new agreement — the
Ro ers Plan, the earlier Egypt-

Israel negotlatlons — has brought
a stepping up of Arab attacks on

the Palestinians as the different

regimes are tempted to "solve”
the Palestinian problem them-
selves by annihilating or be-

| heading the Palestmian .move-

ment.
‘The novel element in the Camp
David agreement is the fact that

the two halves of the agreement
- — "the search for Middle East
- peace". and "a peace treaty bet-
§ ween Egypt and Israel” — are
-independent of each other. Only
the second is of any importance |
.-anyway in the agreement, but the
way the documents relate shows |

that thefirst open steps towards a

agreement have been made.
- Obviously Egypt, Israel and the
US hope that having .made this

step. they will be able to involve

other Arab nations. So far the
response has, happ:ly, been al-
most entirely negative — though
there can be no doubt that even

) f.the most vehemently - “rejection-
‘ist” of the Arab regimes would be
| -prepared to betray the Palestm- -
.1ans at the right pnce R
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of the black community in East
London appealed to the labour

~area. Hundreds of socialists
responded. But the leaderships of

‘ ' the ’anti-racist unity

plans are
| made to disguise the fact that

-rather than global -

cock-a-hoop

LAST weekend the organisations

movement for support in stopping
a planned Nazi march on their

the Anti-Nazi League, the Soc1a1

~ist Workers’ Party, and the Inter-

national Marxist Group refused,

~ in a way the SWP and IMG would °

have found unthinkable just a
year ago. |

Last week they said: ‘‘No,
there s not much we can do,
we’'ve got a concert organised
which mustn’t be spoiled’’. The
great battle of Lew1sham last
August had receded to anotheér
era.

On Sunday, the National Front
celebrated its greatest triumph in

years. Unchallenged and unmol-

ested, they marched 1,500 strong
through the City of London to
Geat Eastern Street in Shore-

 ditch, “‘within spitting distance of

Brick Lane’”’, as NF leader
Richard Verrall gloatingly put it.

There, opposite their new HQ,

John Tyndall boasted to his foll-
owers that they had never been

stronger and that there was no- |
where in Britain where they could

not march

Di vert

 Méanwhile there were up to
100,000 at the Anti-Nazi League

Carnival in Brockwell Park. But
' there look-
ed pretty sick with the Nazis
marching through the East End.

Fortunately, Tyndall’s boast
‘was not entirely true.' Mobilised

by the Hacknéy and Tower Ham-
lets Defence Committee, some
1,000 anti-fascists dissuaded the
police from attempting to take the
Nazi march to its original destin-

' ation in - Redchurch Street —
- - which leads into the top of Brick
Lane itseli.

Largest among the contingents
in defence of Brick Lane were

- Bengalis organised by the local

youth movements; Workers’
Action and the Socialist Camp-
aign for a Labour Victory; and the
Black Socialist Alliance. There
were detatchments from the
smaller Trotskyist groups, to-
gether with the local member-
shl ‘of the Anti-Nazi League, the
SWP the IMG, the Communist
Party and Mﬂttant |

The remainder of the Brick |

Lane defence was mad: up of
groups and individuals {from anti-
racist committees and the social-

- . ist organisations (often without

the approval of their leaders).
But these forces were - not
sufficiently cohesive and, crucial-

ly, nothing like big enough to take
the initiative.

Already the Bengali community
of Sp 1ta1fields is paying the price
for thts defeat. After the Nazi
rally dispersed, groups of fascists
began prowling the area. One

- gang of 50-60 thugs -got through

to Brick Lane and smashed up an
Asian shop before being driven
off. In several underground trains
and stations, black people and
anti-fascists were attacked by
- National Front
bullles

The hugely boosted morale of
the Front will mean an escalation

of racist assaults in the area and a

renewed push to control the
Sunday market in Brick Lane.
That 1s the price of the fun and

- games in Brockwell Park.

- differently.
the Front s - intentions and the
" news that Great Eastern Street
|- was to be the site of the NF’s new
“headquarters, the Defence Com-

The responmblht for all thls |
" lies squarely on the shoulders of -

the Anti-Nazi League leadership,

~ especially the SWP, the IMG and
‘the Communist Party..

The ANL was given conclusive

proof by Searchlight magazine of

the NF’s intended march a month
ago, but.chose to conceal the fact.

It is not possible that the SWP
leadership were ignorant of thls |

news even then.

. Less than two weeks before the
event, Workers' Action and the
-Workers' Power group each came
into possession of NF documents
| referrmg to their plans for a

‘march.
. When contacted about 1t the '

ANL said (as late as Friday 15th)
that they still had no reason to

believe the documents were
genuine; they were investigating,

and would be meeting in the early

part of the following week to

’assess the situation’.

The IMG asserted that in their
view the Front march was a hoax,
and that even if it were genuine,
any attempt to mobilise people in
defence of the East End would be
a ' diversion from the Carnival’; if
the ANL Steering Committee call-

ed for such a mobilisation; they

would consider responding to it,

but they would not argue in the

ANL for such a step to be taken.
The following Tuesday, 19th,

~ — after the ANL had prormsed to
send its East London membership

to defend Brick Lane — the IMG

were still refusing to ‘divert’
their members.

® - | |
Silent
Throu hout this period the
SWP was completely silent, as
was the Communist Party.
The Hackney and Tower Ham-

lets Defence Committee reacted
Faced with proof of

mittee made three initial moves:
* to demand of the ANL that

they re-route their forces to the

East End;
* to call upon the Home Secret-

ary to ban the NF march;
"‘ and to arrange for Patrick
Kodikara, Chairperson of the Def-

ence Committee, to appear on

ave out
leeﬂetl
at Hyde Park

R

televnsnon callmg for a oounter- |
demonstration.

The demand for a state ban was
wrong, and could have been very
damaging if it had been con-

| ceded For this the Defence Com- .
mittee was criticised by ourselves

and others. But the crucial call for

-~ a counter-demonstration in def-

ence of the Asians of East I.ondon
had been made. -

The Defence Committee im-
mediately began organising sup-

port in and out of London.
The clear, silnple and element-

R ary duty of all socialists was to

give uncondltlonal support to that
call.- What happened was very

different. |
The SWP, the IMG and the CP

all used their press to urge anti-
fascists from outside the East

"End to stay away. According to

them, the ANL’s plan to send its

East London supporters to Brick

Lane was quite enough. In the

‘event, the ANL’s call for mobilis-
ation by East Londoners was
' worse than doing nothing; it
lulled anti-fascists from outside
the area with the assurance that -
the NF would be adequately |

opposed, while actually drawin
only a few hundred to ‘Brick

Lane.

~ In an attempt to break the wall |
of silence, the Defence Commit-
tee called a press conference on

Wednesday afternoon to assert
that, with or without the ANL, a

counter-demonstration would try

to stop the fascists from reaching

East London. And a spokesperson
from the Socialist Campaign for a
Labouyr Victory announced that it
was organising a national mobilis-

| atlon for Brick Lane.

Duped -

In the following days ANL,

- SWP, IMG and CP members —
_inside  and outside ‘the Defence

Committee — strained every
muscle to prevent an effective
- response to the fascists. Facing

intense hostility from Bengalis —

and in some cases quite hysteric-
 ally torn between followmg the

hne of their orgamsatlons and

 trying to retain some - slight

respect in the East End — they

b had shifted by the time of the

stewards’ meetmg on Saturday

ANTI NAZI LEAGUE BETRAYS THE

evenmg The locel SWP omnu«‘ o
promised that the ANL would
after all divert ‘many thousands’
ofsupportersfromH de Park to
Brick Lane. Itseemspoeslbleﬂnt |

he was himself duped by the ANL
leadershrp B

On Sunday, Workers' Action
and SCLV su leafletted

| pporters

“coaches and trains on their way
- to the Carnival, sometimes (for
‘example on “the Cardiff train)
- threatened with physical

violence
by SWP members, denounced as

~ wreekers and ’‘agents

cateurs’. o

| ributed 20,000 leaﬂets calling for
the defence of the East End. |

laneParkweprgiv:

Faced with these attempts to ,.

' alert the Carnival crowds to the
urgent task in the East End, Paul

Holborrow (a member of the ANL

Steering Committee and a leader

of the SWP) announced from the

platform that Brick Lane was in

no danger and that the police had
given assurances on the question.

~ Ernie Roberts and Arthur Scargill
| echoed the message: don’t go, we
1 don’t want the Carmvn.l split. by |

’Nazi provocation’.
Only afteritwasfartoolete —
after the Nazis had held their
rally, after the anti-fascists had
been obliged to retire to Brick
Lane, and qfter a phalanx of Nazi
bullies had been able to mount an
attack on Brick Lane — did ANL

. demonstrators come in large
- numbers to the East End. A

" They were sent home by the
Defence Committee -stewards,

‘while the Bengalis themselves

organised defence squeds to |
patrol the area. |

Defiant

| The ANL leadership last Sun-

 'day committed a massive act of

conscious betrayal against the
black people whose cause they
claim to champion. The size of the

- Carnival does not diminish, but

rather underlines their treachery. |
What could have been a tremen-
dous victory for anti fascism, with

every street crossing into the East
- End held, was forced to be a

defiant but inadequate showing et |

~ one street corner, while the fa§c~

ists marched and rallied with

impunity.

Militant antl-fasclsts the
SWP, the IMG and the Commun-
ist Party can hardly fail to draw
their conclusions from these
events. We urge them to enter

serious discussions with us. And
together with all anti-fascists,

- they should join with us in
~ demanding an emergency re-

call conference of the ANL to
condemn the lies and treachery of

 the ANL leadership, and to ktck

them out along with their bom'- .
geois-liberal allies.

Such a conference should de-
mand to democratically elect a
new Steering Commxttee And it

- should adopt for the ANL a
principled pohttcal basis to inc- -
lude these points:

B No platform for fascists

" No to State bans; the fascists

must be crushed through direct
mass action. '
M Active support for black self-
defence groups;  build workers’
defence squads.
, ‘No to all immigration cont-
rols.

moved from all positions in the
trade unions, Labour Parties end_

| all working class organisations.

B Fascists out of the lsbour
movement; open racists to be re-



| THE ANTI-NAZI Leagu
~ organised tens of thousands
agalnst fascism. But Septem-
. ber 24th proved that lt has
also cut the numbers actively
striving to drive the Nazis off
the streets from 3,000 at Lew-
isham last August and Haring-
eylastArlltoabm thou-
- sand last weekend.
Since Lewisham and Har-

] ingey, anti-fascist militancy

in the labour movement (and

‘especially among working-
~class . youth, both black and |
white) has not stopped grow-
ing. Last weekend, the ANL
diverted that militancy away

~ from the scene of real conflict,
toa set-piece Carnival.
Socialists in the leadership
- of the Socialist Workers Party
and the International Marnst

Group provided the ‘justifica-
- .tions’ for that diversion —

- with arguments whose wretch-
edness reflects the shame they
must have felt. |
~ ““Don’t spoil the Carmval”

- was the first major argument
~ for not mobilising on a large
scale for East London. ‘“The
Nazis hope this will foster

~ confusion and distuption to
_ the Carnival by sending us on
‘'wild goose chases all over o

. London looking

for them”
said ANL Secreta and SWP
member - Paul Holborrow

“Any attempt to divide the
march and disrupt the ANL

Carnival at Hyde Park would
be totally counter-productive’’
said the IMG.

Imagine what the SWP and
the IMG would say if the Com-
munist Party refused to mobil-

ise for anti-fascist resistance = N

because of some. festival,
concert or rally it had planned!

Yet they were preaching just

the same passive approach.

~ Logic

The argued that the logic

of sw1tch1ng mobilisation for
~ the 24th to East London would
‘be that the NF could disrupt
- any ANL carnival or rally just
by callmg a march on the same
day. It’s an argument which
makes more sense if it is
turned round. Unless you are
| prepared to switch mobilisa-

tions, then the NF can march
(and riot through East Lon-

don) with minimum opposi-
tion, just by choosing the
- same date as an ANL gather-

" ing! And the ANL festival

~ continues, ‘unspoiled’, while

- exultant fascists are chastng' |
- after black people and social-

e lns

F=
ANL =

on)?
Wouldn'’t their political edu-

- cation have been advanced if

the ANL had called for direct
action to stop the NF instead

~of a police ban, or if at least
the SWP and IMG had done -

so?
- EvenSor 10% of the Brock-
well Park crowd would have

~ made a crucial difference in

East London. Was it really
impossible to mobilise those

| numbers?

‘The truth is that September

- 24th was the day when the

cut-price: antl-fasmsm of the

"ANL showed its madequacy
- for all to see.
~ .The racist press campaign

in the summer of 1976 gave

a big boost to the NF. But the
~ anti-fascist movement also

gained new forces. At Haring-

ey and Lewisham, and in

smaller struggles, it checked

and rolled back the NF’s

gams

processions —

NO FIGHT

The State began to see the
growing anti-fascist move-

ment as a much more serious ’

problem than the NF. In

- Hyde, on October 8th last

year, the police banned all
and then
supplied 2,000 cops to escort
Martin Webster

the ban area.

Worried by the police

clampdown, and by the dis-

gustmg press campalgn ag-

~ainst them as ‘red fascists’,

the SWP — who had been a
leading force at Lewisham,
and proud of it — changed
tack. They helped set up the

Anti-Nazi League as a more
‘broadly-based,

- respectable,
ant1-fasc1st movement. |
The concern to avoid isola-

" tion in ultra-militancy was
leg1t1mate But Neil Kinnock .
MP’s remarks, when the ANL

was set up, about it bemg

Lewisham, Au ust 1977 Afterwards, the SWP wrote: ‘‘The NF are
- Nazis — and there s-only one way to deal with them... Every suc-

cessful march, every successful attack on black people, builds up

the mood of exhdaratwn that stops. their followers seeking for the

real causes of their despair...

To those who.denounce us, we say: If

you had been in Germany in 1933, and you knew then what you
know now about the Nazis, would you have sat at home and waited
for reason to prevail?”’ Or danced in Brockwell Park? |

~ After the march, the assaults

Young thugs who had been on stopped, and then allowed to go

\ through :
“Hyde, while another 5,000
guarded a NF march outside

ANL. |
- Yet the fact that the NF

AR w
. H

_streets. But

ists just a few miles away!
- The way to stop

what is much more important,

~‘to ‘stop it rampaging through

areas like Brick Lane — is to
destroy its strength.

The other argument was
that the thousands on the

Carnival were very new to pol-
‘itics, they

needed to learn
‘more leltlcally,

were not yet ready for con-
fronting the Nazis on the

than from speeches and

songs?

Wouldn’t those people have

been more ready to go to the
East End if the SWP and the
IMG (let - alone -the ANL)
had energetically called on

‘them to go, instead of telling
misleadingly, that
- everything was under control

~ and that the ANL had “‘assur-
. ances from the police’’ (as
1f that were anything' to rely -

them,

the NF
spoiling carnivals — and,

and they

don’t people
learn more quickly in struggle

‘the National Front’s march to
" the East End attacked Brick

Lane on Sunday, as the thous-
and or so anti-fascists who had
tried to stop their march began
to disperse.

A gang of 50-60 rampaged
into the predominantly Asian
Chicksand Estate, just off
Brick Lane, at about 5.30, and
smashed up an Asian shop.

- As local Asians and anti-
fascists still in Brick Lane

- moved tQ stop the racists, the

po|ice sealed off the roads lead-
ing into the estate — giving the

~ fascists a free hand to carry out

their attack.
Asians came out of their
houses, quickly shut their -

shops, and confronted the in- |
- vaders, who were soon driven

off in a hail of milk bottles and

-~ bricks. The racist thugs were
‘chased all the way to White-

chapel underground station be-
fore a single policeman was

~ seen: they were busy keeplng

the anti-fascists cooped up in
Bnck Lanel
‘The fascists were briefly

on their way. There were no
arrests. But when the people
who had chased them off got
back to Brick Lane, itwasa
different story. As we arrived
back, 7 police vans were wait-
ing. We were stopped, asked
where we were going, and told
to “‘keep off the streets if you
don’t like it’’. Many peopile

were searched.

Some Asian youngsters were
stopped, searched and quest-
ioned four times on a 200-

yard walk back through the

- Chlcksand Estate.

Anti-racists were told: “Get

lost, youre not wanted here, you

don’t belong here’’
~ As always, it was very clear
whose side the police were on.
They had let the attackers in
thoug’h the area was still
swarming with police, and left
them to get away;

For the people who came out
to defend their homes and

shops, to protect young children

and old men from the murder-
ous gangs, the police had only
harassment and insults.

FIGHT AGAINST THE NATIONAL FRONT] THE

al_ternativeto street ﬁghtin'g”,' L
showed the danger:

already th
the SWP was leading the anti-
fascist movement 1nto a
framework = confining it to

what was acceptable to the

State. ~

When (m February this
- year) the police again imposed
a ban on marches — this time

- for two months, and covering

the whole of London — the
SWP’s Paul Holborrow act-
ed as spokesman for the
ANL'’s approval of the ban.

The IMG at that time kept
up a critical attitude to the
ANL, questioning its lack of
democratic structure and its
role in approving and policing
the February ban. After the
huge Carnival on April 30th,
however, all criticism vanish-
ed. Since then the IMG have
been even more eager apolog-
ists for the ANL than the
SWP.

The IMG were bowled over

by the numbers on the Carni-
val They failed to recognise

that the mass support would

-not be an effective force to

crush fascism as long as it
was kept within the llmlts of
state-licensed  anti-fascism,
limits which the sponsoring

liberal celebrities acted as
for within' the

‘guarantors’

were able to march in London,

free of all opposition, on the
-day after the Carnival, despite

the fact that the ANL had
advance warning of the NF’s
plans, was indication enough.
The ANL has boomed with
the help of the ‘official’ anti-

3 fascmm represented by the
Daily Mirror, the News of the
World,' and World in Action. |

The problem is that socialists

] in the SWP and the IMG have

ducked the problem of hard-
ening out effective, class-
conscious, militant anti-
fascism from that vague anti-
Nazi mood; and they have
actively opposed those, like

" Workers’ Action, who have

tried to tackle the problem.
N .o )
Policy

The ANL has no policy for
denying fascists a platform,

no policy on supporting black -

self-defence, no policy for

workers’ self-defence, and no

policy against immigration
controls. It is generally ‘‘ag-
ainst the Nazis’’, but has no
definite policy on how to stop
them, other than giving out
leaflets, building the ANL...
and calling for police bans.

In the last analysis, there-
fore the ANL, with its present

leadership and policy, will"

fail to stop the Nazis for the
same reason that the Race
Relations Acts and the whole
‘race  relations  industry’

-will. The fascists are a class-

struggle problem, which de-

mands a
response. The fact that the

- ANL had the official Tory

student organisation support-

~ing it until very recently

says a great deal about how
the ANL measures up to that
demand.

Several local ANL groups

have adopted a fighting policy
‘against the NF. Now 1s the

time for them to be joined by

“others, and to link up, forming
‘the tramework of a new anti-

fascist movement which will

‘rise on the ruins of the cut-
price politics of the ANL.

' that show unity | .
colebrities, without clear aims

- stop the fascists:

| conference

~class-struggle

RECORD

SPEAKS
FOR
ITSELF

"THE ANTI-Nazi League’s vfirst

big activity was :opposition to
the National Front candidacy

~in the. llIford by-election, in

February.
When the NF called - a march

‘in liford, the police and the

Home Secretary imposed a two-

month ban on all marches in

London. Despite the fact that
this was a major blow to the .

- democratic rights of the iabour-

movement (and Leeds Trades
Council was to have a demon-

- stration dispersed by police in
April, under a similar ban),

the ANL hailed this as a victory.
It was Paul Holborrow, ANL

Secretary and a member of the

SWP, who declared: ‘‘There is

no doubt that it [the ban] is a R

victory’'. We commented: -
‘“’March separately, strike

together’ is the traditional slo-

gan of the united front. But the

ANL is the opposite. The SWP

march under the banner of the

“liberals; but when it comes to g
striking against the fascists,

the SWP are left on their own
or are held back by their liberal
allies’’ o
After the ANL Carnival at
the end of April, we said:
80,000 on the streets ag-
ainst the Nazis is a tremendous

- step forward. 80,000 on the

streets, but fed with the idea
with liberal

or decisive action, is the way to
that's a
recipe for misleading, demoral-
ising and dissipating the thou-
sands of young workers who are
NOow. prepered to ftght the
Front”’

The ANL had done nothing
about a NF march in London
the following day.

- ""As they addressed Sunda s' o

massive crowd of anti-fascasts.
one announcement would have
wiped the Front march out of

| existence. But they allowed it
| togo ahead.

Why? Because they were
afraid to blow apart the shaky
alliance which has put the ANL
together. Unleashing even a-
section of their following ag-.
ainst the Nazis they so eloqu-
ently denounce would have sent
the bishops, the celebrlties.

~ and many MPs scurrying o
"~ In July the ANL heid |ts first .

Workers’ Action
supporters fought for the ANL
to adopt .policies including
no platform for fascists, no

~ immigration controls, and sup-

port for black self-defence.

’But wouldn’t the ANL
lose support if it accepted the
sort of platform we edvocate?
Certainly it would lose the
support of people like Syd

Bidwell MP,.a sponsor of the

ANL - and: a "signatory of the |

- Commons Select Committee’s

racist recommendations on
immigration and - settlement.
No doubt others would go too..

‘But it would not deter those who

really do want to fight fascism
and racism; on the contrary,
it would strengthen thelr fight'’

Then
“At the conference there

~ were many militant speeches.
- Yet the indications are that
the ANL, while responding, ina

limited way, to the needs of

the struggle, will continue to
~ try to keep its stance ambigu-
- ous enough to retain'its star-

studded sponsor list of bishops,

‘professors, and young Tories’".
24th was to

September .
provide the sad confirmation...

Page_?. -
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RECOMMENDED for the
Nobel Peace Prize by the
Quakers; taken up as official
niievd policy by the TGWU and the
- ‘ - AUEW; approved by the Gov-
-ernment; _applauded by the
Fabians; hailed by some on the
revolutionary left [ like Social-

International
-~ Notes iz

IN May 1975, after their victory

over American imperialism, the
Vietnamese Communist Party is-

- Sued a call to the peoples of South
- East Asia to “‘seize the opportun-

ity’’ to extend the struggle. |
In the three years since then,

“their policy has changed sharply.

On 10th September the Viet-

namese prime minister, Pham Van

~would cut off aid to the guerilla

Dong, announced that Vietnam

forces fighting against the military
dictatorship in Thailand. .

A joint communique of the Viet-
namese and Thai governments
committed both governments to

abstain from ‘“‘interference in each

other’s internal affairs, direct or in-

direct subversion of each other, or

recourse to force or the threat of
force against each other’’. Asked
whether this meant that Hanoi
would no longer support the guer-
illas, Pham Van Dong replied: *‘I

want to make it quite clear that that
1s the case...” |

The guerilla struggle has been

carried on for 13 years by the Thai

i

»

CAll 1sorglv_en: Pham Van Dong arm-in-arm with Krian gsak

ITH THA

Communist Party, with substantial

Vietnamese support. But the Thai

- CP is firmly Maoist, and has back-
- ed China in the recent disputes bet-

ween China and Vietnam.

The Vietnamese government’s
turn has also been expressed in its
switch from condemnation to
friendship with the ASEAN alliance
(" Association of South-East Asian

Nations’, grouping the right-wing
and pro-imperialist governments of

Thailand, Malaysia, Singapore,
Indonesia and the Philippines).

The major factor behind this turn
iIs Vietnam’s terrible economic
difficulties. Large parts of the
country are still devastated by
American bombing and chemical

‘warfare. Military spending still

weighs heavily on the economy be-

- cause of the conflicts with Camb-

odia and China. On top of that,
weather conditions have been bad
or disastrous for the rice crop —
Vietnam’s basic food supply — in
three successive years, 1976, 1977

~and now 1978.

The Vietnamese government’s

T
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MORENO AND
| STRASBERG

~ Argentine

After four weeks’ jail in Brazil, the
Trotskyists Nahuel
Moreno and Rita Strasberg have
been released.

After they were arrested, on
22nd "August, there were grave
fears that they might be deported
to Argentina — where, since the

military coup in 1976, thousands of
left-wingers have 'disappeared’ in  jail, ~

* '..

the war must {0

Last Wednesday (Sept. 20th) John
- Vorster resigned as

_ uth Africa’s
Premier ‘for health reasons’.

At thé same time, he announced
the Apartheid government’s re-
jection of the modified United
Nations proposals for Namibia’s
transition to independence. The
South African government will hold
its own elections in. Namibia —

“using rigged electoral registers and

the presence of South African
troops to ensure an outcome fav-

ourable to the national liberation
‘movement, SWAPQ. -

According to Vorster the recent -

report on Namibia by UN Secretary
- General Kurt Waldheim differed

-
.
. . . [

I DIGTATOR

| General

the hands of the police. An intér- ~

national campaign to save them
was launched. In Britain, there was
a picket on the Brazilian Embassy

- on Monday 18th September.

That campaign has succeeded,

But eight of the Brazilian socialis¢

students arrested together with

Moreno and Strasberg are still in

South Africa on two main points.
Vorster claims that in discussion
‘no figure above 3000 troops for the
UN force to supervise the transition
had been mentioned. The 7,500-
strong force proposed by Wald-
heim was too big, and Vorster
claimed it would be virtually an
army of occupation (though South
Africa has many more troops than
that in the country). |
- Vorster also objected to the UN
introducing
He claimed that had never been

- mentioned during the discussions
West

with the USA, Britain,
Germany, France and Canada.
He also raised objections over

a civillan police force.

response to these difficulties has
been the. traditional bureaucratic
one of trying to curry favour with
imperialism, rather than appealing
to international working class sol-

‘idarity. |

Any advantage which the Viet-

namese workers and peasants may

get from Pham Van Dong’s deal
with the Thai government is entire-
ly outweighed by the boost given to
that bloody regime. | o
The present military = ruler,
Kriangsak, has the reput-
ation of being more liberal than his
predecessor, Tanin Kraivixien,
whom he overthrew in a coup last
October. He is the chosen man of
the Pentagon and the CIA, more
subtle in his tactics than the ext-
reme right-winger Tanin. -

Yet the generals around Kriang-

sak are exactly the same people
who put Tanin in power in October
1976, after an atrocious massacre
of students at Thammasat Uni-
versity. o

- RHODRI EVANS

.....
.......

------

Nahuel Moreno — freed by an
international campaign

the lack of consultation between
the UN and the South African.

PO says
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appointed Administrator-General

of Namibia, Mr. Justice Steyn, on

these issues and on the date of

elections.

Vorster claimed hypocritically
that it was not for the UN ‘‘¢o

delay the process leading to self-
- determination and independence”’,

while at the same time he reaffirm-

ed South Africa’s intention to hang

on to Namibia’s deep sea port at
Walvis Bay. ‘

SWAPO ofticials in Lusaka
commented that Vorster’s decision

“‘leaves us with little option but to :

step up the war’’,

ist Challenge] as & key to the
fight against unemployment;

- and even welcomed by the

conservative management
journal, ‘The Engineer’. .

The Lucas Aerospace shop
‘stewards’ Alternative Plan is

not lacking in support. |
Yet the Lucas bosses have not

shifted an inch from their refusal

even to' negotiate with the shop
stewards’ committee on the Plan.
In fact, they have gone on the off-

ensive, announcing plans for 2,000
redundancies

| and threatening
Mike Cooley, a leading member of
the combine committee, with the
sack. The unions which officially
approve the shop stewards’ plan
are quietly going along with the

bosses.

Why?

What is missing from the shop
stewards’ Alternative Plan is a
strategy to emnforce the ‘‘right to

‘useful work’’ which it argues for.
The resulting lack of bite helps to

make it so widely acceptable .,. and
so easily squashed. |

No-one should mourn too much
about the damage done to the fond
illusions of Quakers and Fabians
who see the Lucas ~Aerospace
Alternative Plan as pointing a
peaceful way to socialism. But the
Alternative Plan has been a focus
for the hopes and aspirations of
Lucas workers too.

In Burnley and in Luton, hun-

dreds of workers attended open

~meetings on the plan organised by
the Lucas Aerospace shop stew-

ards. The stewards themselves see

their plan as a major attempt to ex-

tend workers’ demands into new

areas: ‘‘we ... .are attempting to
‘transcend -the narrow economism
~which . has characterised trade
- union activity in the past and are

extending our demands to the ex-

tent of questioning the products on
which- we work and the way in
whi¢h we work upon them.” - |

Power
. . j . )

At present Lucas AetoSpace is

the world’s leading producer of

aircraft components and electrical
equipment. This market is, how-
ever, declining. Moreover, 50% of

- Lucas Aerospace production is for

military purposes, and the shop

-stewards regard cuts in- military

spending as desirable.

The Plan therefore proposes a
range of alternative products to
partially replace Lucas Aerospace’s
present products. It has caught the
imagination of.many workers be-
cause the Plan has shown the trem-

. endous creative power that lies in
~ the hands of the working class,

equipped with modern science and
technology. | |
‘It seemed absurd to us’’ writes

Mike Cooley, ‘‘that we had all this

skill and knowledge and facilities

and that society urgently needed

equipment and services which we
could provide, and yet the market

economy = seemed incapable of

linking the two.” ~
~ One of the ideas is to produce
more kidney machines. At present,
3,000 die each year in Britain be-
cause they cannot get a kidney
machine. There are not enough to
go round, and the doctors and
hospital - administrators decide
which patients should be left to die.
Another idea is a hybrid power

pack, combining an internal com-
bustion _engine and an electric

motor. It would be more economic-

al, less polluting, and quieter than

" _ present car engines.

The Lucas Shop stewardé have
also outlined plans for a new road/

- rail vehicle which ‘“‘could provide

the basis for a truly integrated,
cheap, effective public transport
system’’ and, would make railway

- track-laying much cheaper. Radar-

linked braking systems, another
element in the Plan, could signif-
icantly cut road casualties. |
A whole range of new technolog-
ical development proposed in the
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Upper Clyde Ship’buflders‘, 1
~ builds up his reputation as a

Alternative Plan is remote-con
equipment which would autom
mining or fire-fighting with
wastefully pushing aside hur
skill ‘and intelligence in the
that robot-type equipment does.

‘The Alternative Plan also |

| poses a big expansion of re-train

and part-time education for Lu

- workers, and a change in job org

isation towards more teamwork .
less hierarchical division.

- The Plan gives a glimpse of w
workers’ power could mean. }
under capitalism, all crea

‘power seems to be in the hand:

capital. Ford introduces a 1
car; Lucas produces advanced
craft equipment; ICI manufactt
chemicals. The workers me)
appear as cogs in the produc
process; indeed, the more adv:

‘ed. and- creative technology

comes under capitalism, the m
the worker’s job is made a mind
and oppressive routine. As M
put it, “*All the means for deve
ing production are transformed



l: Wedgwood Benn |
porter of workers’

means of dommatlon over and ex-
ploitation of the producer”’.

The profit system leads to im-
mense waste. As Mike Cooley
points out, ‘“We have a level of

technologlcal sophistication such
that we can desngn and produce

Concorde, yet.in the same society
we cannot provide enough simple

heating systems to protect old age

penSioners‘from hypothermia...

Moral

“We have semor automotive

~ engineers who sit in front of com-

puterised Vvisual display units
working (on) car bodies such that
they are aerodynamically stable at
120 miles an hour, when the aver-
age speed of traffic through New

York is 6.2 miles an hour”’
- The Lucas Aerospace shop stew- -
ards have challenged the notion
that all this is natural and un-

changeable. But they say them-

- They are, in fact,

~cheap annexe to Lucas

»_ HIl'\llklx“m'm‘” i it oty

contirol. The origin of the Lucas Aerospace Plan was
closely linked to Benn,’s idea of _planning agreements.

selves, ‘‘moral arguments will cert-

ainly not change the situation’’
much more
honestly aware of the limitations
of the Plan than are many of their
well-wishers.

““There can be no 1slands of res-

ponsibility and concern in the sea
of irresponsibility and depravity.

Our intentions are much more
modest, namely to make a humble

start to question these assumptions’

and to make a small contribution to
demonstrating that workers are
prepared to press for the right to

work in products which actually

help to solve human problems
rather than create them..

““Progress can only be mrmmal
so long as our society is based on
the assumption that profits come

first and people come last. Thus the
question is a polmcal one, whether

we like it or not.’ |

And they recognise the dangers
of the Plan project becoming just a
’ design
department. ‘‘'The greatest care

socialism

~ have shown that they

will have to be taken to ensure that
the Company does not succeed in
drawing off the 'money spinners’

from the Plan... whilst declining

‘those products which would be
| soctally useful.’”’ They argue firmly
- against gettnng involved in "worker

participation” or "worker director”
schemes.

In its origins, the Alternative
Plan was closely linked to the

Labour Party s idea of "planning

agreements”.
The shop stewards record that
“‘the idea of preparing an overall

Corporate Plan for Lucas Aero-
space arose in the first instance at a
meeting in November 1974 with

1 Tony Benn, the then Minister of

Industry... Mr. Benn suggested
that there was the distinct possibil-
ity of further cut-backs in certain
aerospace and military projects...
He felt that the Combine Commit-
tee would be well advised to con-
sider alternative products.”’

As Dr. David Elliott, a teclinical
adviser  to the shop ~ stewards’

committee, describes it the stew-.

y ¢

wards’ ‘‘idea was to devise a com-
plete programme of alternative
technological development which
they would present to the govern-
ment, hoping to attract financial
support for its implementation.
The plan would then be negotiated
with management through the con-
ventional collective bargaining
process.’’ | |

However,‘ Mike Cooley reports
that ‘“We have of course approach-

ed the Government and we have
had every sympathy short of actual

help”. Planning agreements have
- come to nothing, in the same way

as all other schemes for introducing
through gentle and
gradual steps.

This has led the shop stewards to

adopt a more self-reliant attitude.
Indeed, they do not even call for
the natronahsation of Lucas Aero-

space. |
The Labour Government has

‘'shown that it is unwilling or unable

to-interfere with the Lucas bosses’
jealous insistence on their author-

"ity and their untrammelled pursuit
- of profit. But if the company is un-

yleldm and the Government won t
help, what then?

In the Plan there is no answer to
this problem, beyond the general
recognition that it is a question of
class struggle. This gap leads to
serious weaknesses in the Plan it-
self.

Although an 11- page summary
has been produced, the full Plan
consists of six volumes of over 200
pages each. Scientists at North

"East London Poly who cooperate.

with the combme commitiee are
even working on computer-based
alternative plan models’’.

When the detailed- planmng has
reached this scale, you have to ask:
who is it meant to convince? The
Lucas bosses have shown they are

‘not interested in the Plan, except

perhaps to plunder it for a few

profitable ideas. The trade union

leaders and the Labour ministers
will offer

“every sympathy short of actual
help’’. For the Lucas workers
themselves — who surely must be

seen as the driving force for the

1mplementatlon of any anti-capital-
ist plan — multi-volumed technical

reports or sophisticated computer

programmes cannot very well

serve as ringing appeals to battle! -
Lacking a clear class struggle

strategy, the Plan tends to fall into

appeals to general, classless, anon-
ymous ‘““social 'responsibility” and

“‘social auditing’’. The shop stew-
ards recognise that ‘soctal audit-
ing’’ 1s in effect just ‘‘long-term
profit-making’’ plus fine words,

but they then go on to argue ag-

“ainst redundancies in precisely

those terms of cost/benefit for
‘‘society as a whole’” — as if that
were meaningful in a society div-
ided into hostile classes.

Sometimes they talk in very
vague terms about the national
interest, even giving advice to
Lucas. on how to outdo foreign
competltors |

In discussing the specrﬁc new

Tarvise

When Lucas Aerospace shop steward
Mike Cooley [top] was threatened
with the sack because of his work on
the Alternative Plan, his union's
general secretary, Ken Gill [above)],

offered no supﬂo — despite the fact
as en

dorsed the Plan.

products recommended, the shop
stewards often lapse into plain
market advice for the bosses.
“Process plants and equipment
manufacturers are missing out to
overseas companies on much of the
North Sea Oil work”... ‘““‘Oceanics
provides a very important long
term outlet for Lucas Aerospace...
We are in a unique position to prov-
ide total systems for ... this field”’

that the union

... "“There is a vast market avail-

able to Lucas if it adopts an imagin-

ative approach to this problem’’ (of

‘braking systems). . |
- This sort of lapse is the result of -
| trymg to formulate a

‘“workers’
plan’’ for a single corporation with-
in the framework of a capitalist
market economy. Capitalist market

relations, based on money-making,
. competition, and profit, are not

simply prejudices in people’s
minds — they are the essential
linking and regulating mechanism
for the division of labour in present
day society.

A different mechanism is poss-

ible: socialist planning of product-
ion for need. But socialist planning -

presupposes centralised workers’
power at least on :a national scale

“(and on an international scale, too,

for its full development) in order to
get even a beginning of objective

and systematlc measurement of
social needs.

The shop stewards end up with
an uneasy compromtse, trying to
persuade Lucas that it can serve
‘both Humanity and Mammon. Half
the projects proposed are recom-
mended as profitable, the other
half as socially useful if not profit-

able; and the combine committee
concedes that ‘‘whether we like it

or not’’ a large part of Lucas Aero-

space production will contmue on:

present lines.

The Alternative Plan constantly
falls between the two stools of
‘realistic’ proposals to the Lucas

bosses, and uncompromisingly soc-

ialist proposals which could be real-
ised by throwing out the bosses.

It is easy to see, then, why the
Alternative Plan is so popular with
people who are always on the look-
out for ways to improve the work-
ers’ lot without inconveniencing
the bourge0131e too much. The shop
stewards’ appeal for the ‘‘right to
useful work’’ deserves, however, a
better fate than radical chic patron-
age and bureaucratic dissipation.

Bite

To give real bite to the radical
working class aspirations express-
ed in the Alternative Plan, it has to
be linked to the question of power.
In electrical component manufact-
ure as in the building industry, the

obstacle to saving jobs and-making

produets which workers see as
needed is not lack of detail in the
technical specifications of the prod-

ucts, but the power of Capital and

the capitalist market.
To carry forward the struggle
against that power, the Lucas Aero-

- space workers must demand the
nationalisation without compensat-
ion of the firm, forcing the state to
finance it whether it is profitable or -

not, and the right of workers’ con-
trol over production, manning, job
orgamsatlon and training.

- It is indeed a political questlon.
The struggle for this workers’

‘control can be begun now, without

“waiting for the revolutlon” — but
a serious vrctory would mean a

major breach in capitalist power,

whlch could not be sustained in a
stable way without overthrowing
the bosses’ state power altogether.
The Lucas Aerospace workers have
mobilised tremendous talent and
creativity in showing how technol-

y could be redirected. That talent

and creativity, if properly directed,
organised, and led, would be more
than sufficient to the vital task of
kicking out the small super-wealthy
minority that runs society today.

And that would make it possible for

alternative plans like the Lucas one
in every industry.

/" Thaf requires a reorientation.

The time spent on working out the

last technical details of the Alter-

native Plan projects needs to be
spent on developing the rank and
file organisation of Lucas Aero-

- space workers and strengthening
their links with other workers. The
'reasoned replies to the bosses need

to get real force behind them.

The Lucas shop stewards oppose

- the profit system. Yet in their plan

they are careful to introduce a
quota of profitable projects. It
looks like a sensible compromise.
But in return for maklng the stew-

ards look ’'responsible’ in the eyes
~ of bourgeois well-wishers, it blunts _.

their appeal to the Lucas workers. .
In the place of clear-cut class

slogans, it substitutes a detailed
‘argument about what is and is not
viable within the limits of the -

capitalist market. And the more the
Plan is separated from the revolut-
fonary struggle for workers’ power,

the more it can actually become a

consoling diversion from the fight

for jobs and for workers’ control.
As the Lucas shop stewards say,

- “There cannot be mdustnal dem-

ocracy’ until there is a real shift i in
power to the workers themselves’’

Nor can there be workers’ plannmg |
without workers’ power. The

struggle for workers’ control ¢an
and must be started now — but it
must be armed with a clear under-
standing that it will be victorious
only as a struggle for- workers

power. | .
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" ACCORDING TO recent re-

ports by the Organisation for
'Economic Cooperation and
Development [OECD], cover-

ing 24 leading capitalist count-
‘rles, the world economy is
‘now slowing down and shows

-] signs of moving into recession
' sometime in 1979,
~ Since the recession of 1974-
7S, there has been an up-
swing. By the standards of the
1950s (where world industrial
production increased by 55%)
and the 1960s (where an over-
¥ all 20% increase was reached)
it has been extremely moder-
ate. Although 1ndustnal prod-
uction in the 24 OECD grew by
12.7% over the three years
1975-77, the 1977 production
level was only 3. 3% higher
than the 1974 hlgh point.

" The OECD unemployment level |

averages 5 %, the highest it has
‘ever been in a 'boom period
since World War Two. World

trade grew by only 3% in 1977 |

after rising 14% in 1976, and the
-current rate of increase1s 4%.
The general economic upswing

- since 1975 has been kept gomg '

largely through “reflationary”

measures by the US government.

The US 'government has run up
big deficits — in excess of 10% of
the Gross National Product —
| spending far more than it receiv-
fed in taxes.

The artlficlal extra demand

created in this way has stimulated
increased production — but at a

cost. The US economy has been

on the up for nearly 3'4 years,
growing faster than most of its
# advanced capitalist rivals, but at

" the price of rapid inflation.

- The growth itself has been very
~ limited. Most of it has been ’tak-
ing up the slack’; US industry is
now running at about 84% cap-
ac1ty, as against 70% at the low
‘point in 1975. Industrial product-
ion in only 6% above its previous

peak, in_ 1973 and to date gross |

private fixed investment has not
reached the 1973 figure again.
Unemployment stands at 5.7%

of the workforce (5.76 million). .

Among the black workforce, 12%
are unemployed among black
teenage workers, 37%. . |
To stop unemployment increas-
ing beyond this level, there will
have to be a real annual growth of
4% in coming years. No-one is

prepared to hold out such an |

optimistic view.

Fundamentally, the USA’
problems are the same as those of
the rest of the West. OECD
sources estimate that, to prevent
rising unemployment, real annual
“economic growth for the 24 OECD
countries would have to run at
42 % , ccmpared with an average
annual growth of 1.9% in the
- 1970s. Thus the prospects for
coming years, even in economic

upturns, is for a generally grow-

ing reserve army of uhemployed.

As the German, Japanese and

- French representatives made
clear at the July World Economic
Summit in Bonn,
problems of the. world economy
‘are structural and cannot be solv-

~ed by ]ugglmg with state financial
policies. At the heart of the

‘matter is the declining rate. of
profit which has reasserted itself

'so drastically since the Ilate .

sixties.
- Without s1gn1ﬁcant restructur-
ing, stepping up the increase in
- the rate of exploitation of the
‘workforce and thus boosting
profitability and hiking up capital
accumulation, economic growth is
hkely to stay anaemic and pre-
carious for the foreseeable future.
The paring down of the "wel-
fare state”, increased state un-
“derwriting of accelerated deprec-
iation of plant together with new
investment, and wage controls,
have been the capitalists’ res-
' ponses. But they have all been
“woefully madequate

Within this general picture of '

stagnanon, the relative disparit-
ies in economic strength and the
dlvergences in interests between

P.g‘e?.ﬁ N

- the major
assert themselves, adding to the

capltahst powers

general problems. The recent

‘rapid devaluation of ~the US

dollar epitomises this.
Caprtahst world trade demands

~ the existence of world money —

a universally recognised measure

of value and means of payment.

Gold used to fulfill that function.

Under the Bretton Woods agree- -
ment of 1944, the dollar was sup-

posed to replace old.

Gold has value as a roduct of

human labour. The dollar is mere-
ly a token. For it to function as the
world reserve currency, all other
capitalist states have to have
sufficient confidence in the US
capitalist state to accept its paper
money as payment for their
goods.

In the late ’ 60s the overwhelm-
ing strength and dominance of
US capitalism which had made
that confidence possible began to

- break down. In 1972 the Bretton
Woods agreement collapsed. The

“dollar was cut adrift from a fixed
- gold - standard,

were allowed to 'float’.
Yet no new world monetary set-
up has been established, and the

- dollar remains the major reserve

currency. Thus there are serious
tensions between the demands of

managing the US economy and of

managing the dollar as a world

currency.

"The US reflation has led to a

‘massive hike in the US balance of
payments deficit, both with the

OPEC oil producing states and
with the advanced capitalist

countries. This, combined with

the higher inflation rate, has
meant a consistent devaluation of
the dollar against the other

“leading capitalist currencies — a
- process that has speeded up in
the last couple of months, June to

August.
Cumnc! changes |

'Ag-lmu' 2 %rfhanzge hs

12 months months

Yen +28.9 +9.8
D-mark  +143 +42
Swiss franc ' +319  +120
Sterling +9.8 +4.7

However, until very recently

| ‘and exchange.
rates between -currencies, relat-
ively fixed under Bretton Woods,

‘rates,

the major

the US official policy has been one

~ of ‘‘benign neglect’’. The Federal
Reserve has allowed speculation

to accelerate the dollar slide.
Changes in the parity of the
dollar have a limited immediate
effect on the US domestic econ-
omy — foreign trade plays a
much smaller part for the US than
it does in the economies of its

| major rivals.
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Without some action to

At the same time, devaluation
increases the competitivity of
US goods on the world market.

The USA’s capitalist rivals

have tolerated this situation be- |

cause the US recovery has, i

providing an expanded market for
their goods, helped their own
economies to revive. They have

~ been slowing down the dollar

slide within certain limits by their
central banks buying up dollars in
the currency market to prevent a
catastrophic flight from the dollar
(massive withdrawal of foreign
investment from the US) and a

“order”.
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consequent descent into deep

world receéssion.
Yet, these developments are

1proving increasingly costly to the
US'’s rivals. They are effectively
subsidising the dollar and under-

mining thelr ‘own competltlve-
ness..

In the first half of 1978 exports
of the 3 strong-currency countries
(Germany, Japan and Switzer-

land) grew less rapidly than the

industrial world’s average. In
the April-June period the volume

of Japanese exports fell for the

first time since the slump of 1975,

while their rise in import volumes -

was the fastest for 15 months.

Meanwhile US export growth

continued to improve.

Also, given floating currency o
support

central bank

operations are not very effective,
especially in conditions of wide

and disparate fluctuations of
leading currencies against the

dollar and against each other.

Currency changes
| v % change in

Against D-mhrk 12 months 2 months

Yen ' +17.0 +5.8
Swiss franc +20.5 +8.1
Steriing / -5.2 +0.5

Thus, in recent months, press- .

ures have been accumulating for
"put its house in

-y

-t

vasrel
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"in oil prices in the near |
. counteract the effects of a deprec-

- announced so far by

stem the mounting balance of
payments deficits and the US

domestic inflation rate, the world

currency exchange markets will
become more disorderly. This

could react back dlsastrously on - |

trade and production.

0il

From the recent World Econ-
omic Summit meeting came a -

loose agreement that the US
would cut energy consumption,
discourage oil imports by raising

level; and "cut inflation”.

Since the dollar remains the

major currency for oil transact-
ions, there will probably be a rise
future to

iated revenue. The US is already

partially backtracking on - its

pledge -at the world summit; it

has been increasing its oid im-

ports in anticipation of price rises.
" For 'their part, the Germans
and Japanese have said that they

would “stimulate

ments.

In conditions of economic and
financial uncertainty, where ex-
change rates can fluctuate by
large amounts from hour to hour,

as well as sharply over weeks and

months, - profitability problems

-are compounded. The combinat-

ion of rising currency parities

~ against the dollar and wild short- -

- term fluctuations themselves dis-

courage investment and inhibit
vthe expansion of world trade.

Understandably, the German
and Japanese governments are

wary about initiating state meas-

ures that will fuel inflation rates - -

and increase economic and finan-
cial instability.

governments are meagre. .
The US government has

successively revised downwards

the annual budget deficit for

1978/79 from an earher projected

$59.6 thousand million to $48.5
thousand million (at the beginn-

ing of July) and then to a ceiling
of $39.8 thousand million on
August 17th. In addition, Carter’s
tax cut proposals have been drast-
ically revised, from $24.5 thous-

and million to $16. 3 thousand "

i aetthia
milatanntt

The Yen, the
Lira, the .
Dollar, the
Mark and
the Franc
| walk out
: together

 wo growth”. But_ |
there were no definite commit-

. dollar |
major reserve, this would be an

The measures
.these .

“in the strength

~ ions and revaluatlons,
would promote massive specul-

mllhon And clamour for a pay |
- and prices policy has been grow- ;.

ing louder. )

On the financial side, . bank |
rates have soared and many J
barriers to forelgn borrowing
have been removed in an effort to

~attract foreign currency, streng-

then reserves and improve the :
balance of payments.

- But the path to currency stabll-
ity via juggling with mterest

~rates is very limited. It is still

more attractive for the dollar
holder to sell his dollars and buy
Deutschmarks or Swiss francs, in-
- vesting in Zurich or Frankfurt

rather than New York. And a

recent statement by the Bank of
Japan said that interest differ-

‘entials between Tokyo and New

York are already so large that:

even a 3% cut in the Ja anese

rate would make little dlfference_
to currency speculators. 4
The cuts in the budget deficit,
should they be operated may
slightly ease the domestic inflat-
ion rate after a time and perhaps
slow down the heady devaluation
of the dollar. But there is a

. comeback.:

The state spending cuts, com-
bined with high interest rates
(which dtscourage personal and
corporate borrowing), tighter

- monetary policies and an already
slowing tempo of growth, could

bring on the coming recession

| ki
oil prices to the general world | more quickly and make it deeper.

There are, accordingly, strong
pressures to reduce interest
rates and go easy on deflatlon-
ary governmental measures. - -

Thus, the room for manoeuvre

for capitahsts and their govern-

ments, on both sides of the'
Atl antlc 1s stnctly 11m1ted -

The situation of floating curren-

cies, and. an unstable main re-
serve currency, is a recipe for

continuing economic stagnation.
However, efforts to remedy this
situation have so far failed.
Neither the Deutschmark nor
the Yen has the overwhelming
strength necessary-to become the
major reserve currency. In con-
ditions of hour-by-hour speculat-

" jon and heavy cross-trading bet-

ween other currencies, the major
reserve currency inevitably comes

{ under massive pressure, as it is
- the go-between in the cross-
| tradlng

- The ' other major alternatxvei

| bemg canvassed in the creation of
-a new Eurocurrency as a unit of

account (equivalent to a .fixed
number of Marks, Pounds, Lira -
etc). While not replacing the .
imniediately as the

interim competing currency to the
dollar and could provide a stable
medium for European (EEC)

" trade. This is what was mooted at

the EEC summit in Bremen at the

| begmmng of July.

IM!‘

~ Here the central banks would" 1

have to be prepared to buy and. |

sell their own currencies in the §
“amounts offered them by foreign

exchange markets (a Euro-

 Bretton Woods). It would be part

of a general move towards econ-

omic and monetary union.
In spite of a proposed massive.

back-up in a .$50,000 million

European Monetary Fund to
underpin currency stability, this
scheme is unlikely to be viable,
because of the massive disparities -

rates of the different EEC econ-
omies. Instead of floating ex-
change rates, there would have

to be frequent official devaluat-
which

ation on a much greater scale
than at present, and a much

worse monetary instability.
The decline of the dollar is

part of the large scale economic
and financial uncertainty be-
setting the capitalist world, and -
there is no immediate solution 1n

sight. |
PHIL SEMP

s and inflation §
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used for storing /silppli'es destined
for Britain. Product should be

entitled

THE recently published Bingham
Report tells a tale of corruption and
‘cynicism among ministers and top
civil servants which makes Water-
gate look like a tiny Iapse.

For over 10 years the British

companies Shell and BP have bet-
ween them supplied just over half

of Rhodesia’s oil. For a while they
used ’‘swap’ arrangements with

- the French-owned Total oil com-

pany: Total supplied Shell and BP’s
outlets in Rhodesia, while they. sup-

plied Total’s outlets ,in South -

Africa. But by about 1971 the oil

companies decided that the British

government wasn’t -interested in

~ even keeping up the pretence, and
they resumed their direct supp

lies
through a company called Freight

&

Services.

New

And the Sunday Times reports

that they are still providing Smith
with oil since Bingham, using a
-new ‘swap’ arrangement. |

Even now that the cover-up is in

the open, there are still cover-ups.
Annexe III to the Bingham Report,

Offences’, notes that “‘The re-

mainder of this annexe is, at the

request of the Director of Public

Prosecutions, not being published

while matters covered in the report
are under consideration by him.”’
But all the same, the Report

.. gives a good picture of the cynicism
- that went into covering up the oil

trade. ‘‘As Shell Mozambique is a
British  registered company”’,
wrote the manager of Shell South

‘Africa to the company’s London

office. in December 1965 ‘‘the
recent British Government Order in
Council [imposing the sanctions]
presumably makes it illegal for

- Shell Mozambique tankage to be

| WELCOME the article on rape |

~ in Workers’ Action 116, since

it is necessary for socialists
not only to criticise the pre-

| dominant trends in the women's
‘movement but to take up active-

ly and push further the pressing
issues raised by that movement.
However, | am unhappy

about the politics of the article.

The emphasis throughout it
is on male domination as the

‘problem. No distinction is made
between the nature. of rape in

patriarchal, feudal and capital-
ist society. As a consequence,
Ros Makin sees the issue of
rape and the class struggle as

‘distinct when she states that,
''Both to combat rape and to -
take part in the struggle for
‘socialism women need to build
.a strong working class based

women’s movement’’.

It is not sufficient to say that
the abolition of private property
will bring about a society in
which rape will cease to exist.
However ,true Ros Makin's
statement is, it encourages

‘women in the belief that until
1 then nothing can be done,

because rape is an inevitable
part of all patriarchal societies

.based on private property.

We must learn to distinguish
between our oppression as
women under capitalism and

- oppression under other forms of
- sogiety. . - '

Thus there is a prbblem with
the title, ‘The Male as Slave-

‘Evidence of Criminal

transported a)by sea, from Durban
to Beira, and by
Umtali [in Rhodesia]; b)By sea

from Durban to Lourengo Marques

and by rail to Rhodesia.”” |

In January 1968 a Shell SA
Director, L.C.V.Walker, wrote a
bit coyly: ‘“We have always, with

‘our hands on our hearts, stated that

no Shell company has ever dis -

.patched_ petroleum products to
Rhodesia, but we consider we are -
not covered under what might be

termed the ’connivance clause’ of
the Order in Council, in that a

- member of Shell Mozambique or a

director thereof could not very well
get up in court and swear that he

‘was unaware that the supplies in
-question might find their way to

Rhodesia.”’ |
Again, a BP Southern Qil report

~in 1974, coolly describes the trans-

port cover-up arrangements: ‘‘BP
and Shell continue to market
products in Rhodesia as a consolid-

~ated venture... Devious supply

arrangements have thus been

‘made to visibly dissociate the oil
- companies from any first hand and

identifiable part in the supply

operations. '

‘““To achieve this, Consolidated
now sell the bulk of products dest-

- ined for Rhodesia to Freight Serv-
ices [Shell's forwarding agents]

who handle matters thereon by re-
selling to the Rhodesian Fuels pro-
curement Agency GENTA"’,

Government ministers and civil

servants knew all about it and help-
ed in the cover-up.

In 1967 a report, "The Qil Con-
spiracy”, produced in the USA by
the Centre for Social Action of the

- United Church of Christ (UCC) re-

vealed the early sanctions busting.

‘Commonwedfth Secretary George

Thomson met with Shell/BP

owner’. Under capitalism all
wage labourers, unilike slaves,
are formally free, though in
reality subordinated to capital

-~ and its state. Similarly, women

have increasingly become form-
ally free, with limited rights to
own property, marry at our will,
divorce, etc. Nonetheless we

. are subordinate in reality to the

family, the law, and our position
in the labour market. )
We are not slaves to. men,

Com'ra'do_s, | | |
You suggest in WA116 that

~ the liberation forces in Southern

Africa have & right to make
concessions and deals ‘‘under
the pressure of their enemies’’,
while in Britain we must pursue

‘an uncompromising position.
- We cannot grant, however, that

the liberation forces have such
an unconditional right to deal.
The - history of Southern
Africa is one not only of heroic
resistance but ‘also of sell-outs,

 which is not surprising given

the inducements which the imp-
erialist powers grant African
leaders. The guarantee against
such compromises is only the
mass struggle of the workers
and peasants; struggle of the
kind that has ditched Muzorewa

in Zimbabwe after his deals

pipeline or rail to

- Office recalls, ‘“‘Thomson ...

-managers to discuss it. As a Iéttcr |

from the Chairman of Shell records
““The UCC report’s
sources’ are correct in their state-
ment that H.M.Government knew

what was ha pening,and decided to

do nothing about it."’

And, as a 1967 letter from Shell

to the Foreign and Commonwealth
ex-
pressed appreciation of Shell and
BP’s cooperation and emphasised
(that) the Government’s main con-
cern was to show that the UK was
‘doing its best on the matter of

Rhodesia’ and thus to prevent the
- UN escalating the argument into a
full-scale confrontation with South

Africa."”’

A note from Shell Intem'ational'

to their South Africa subsidiary re-
ports a meeting
officials from the Ministry of Power
— Angus Beckett and Barry Pow-
ell. ‘‘Beckett and Powell explained
that whenever the Foreign

Office raised the subject of ’Limit-

ing’ supplies to either Mozam-
bique or South Africa, the Ministry
of Power has always advised that
(it)... was not practical, and that
furthermore it could not be expect-

ed that British oil companies would
participate in any such scheme on a
. voluntary basis.’’ |

At a further meeting ‘‘Powell ...
felt that the emphasis of the Com-
monwealth Secretary’s objectives
was not so much on stopping the
flow of oil to Rhodesia (the practical
difficulties of which were realised)
but rather on the ‘publicity aspects’
arising from the supposed connect-
ion of British companies in Mozam-
bique with the South African cust-
omers who might be responsible
for the diversion (of oil to Rhode-
sia)’’.

For Shell and BP the issue was
simple: profits. The Rhodesian
market, to which BP and Shell were

but, alongside men, siaves to
capitalism, though our sub-
ordination differs from that of
men. It is the position of women
under capitalism, and not men,
which forces the raped woman
to have to prove her innocence.
The failure to work out the

politics of rape means a failure
- to provide demands clearly

capable to drawing women into
fighting for socialist politics.
Therefore it is not good enough

with Smith and which: threatens

to isolate Nkomo should he find.

the inducements too great.
Our task is to support the

liberation organisations, and -

their leaders, only so long as
they do not betray the masses.

Meanwhile, in this country,
the . solidarity movement is
also under pressure from its
enemies but we must learn to
make only those ' compromises’
which can build a mass move-
ment of solidarity and help the
fight against imperialism in
Southern Africa. o

Specifically this mweeiis no
more compromises with those

‘who would work through the

government, with their iliusions

‘that it will have a change of °

heart one day. But we must

‘informed

African brothers and sisters.
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supplying'so_'me' 360,000 tons of oil
a month through Freight Services,

- is still a profitable one for them.
- As a 1974 BP memo records,
‘“Shell and BP now enjoy about

S50% of the Rhodesian market

lace. ... After a shaky start post-

D1 due to extreme liquidity prob-
lems’’ (not, be it noted, due to the

sanctions) ‘‘the company began to
show improved results in 1969/70
and since then (it) has proved to be

a very profitable enterprise.”’

In 1972, for instance, they made
a profit of 2,230,000 Rhodesian
dollars, a 14% rate of return on
capital after tax. - ~

‘The British Labour government
did not want to disrupt Shell and
BP’s profit-making. Evea more so,
it shrank from any risk of disrupt-

Africa. It let trade with Rhodesia
continue, in defiance of its own
law, for fear of messing up trade
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to attack the radiéal'feminists'_
position unless we can show a
clear alternative. It is precisely

this weakness within socialist

women’s groups which helps
to ensure a continuation of the
confused socialist-feminist

" tendency, torn between radical
feminism

and a _ socialist
programme. o -
| SARAH HARRIS

‘'Whose right to compromise?

compromise for the single pur-
pose of winning over social-
democratic workers in Britain
who face the same enemy,
the same bosses, as do our

Support for the armed
struggle and seif-determination
and for trade union rights, for
the withdrawai of all British
investments in South Africa and
Rhodesia, for the haiting of
recruitment of mercenaries and
skilled workers, for the opening
of the books of firms like BP and
for the exposure of the machin-
ations of the British government

~ — these are the main planks on

which a campaign must be

“waged in the British labour

movement.

Comradely, -
'BOBFINE

-ing the much more extensive profit-
‘making of British capital in South
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~ and investment in South Africa.

The veil of official secrecy and
business secrecy protected- this-
scandal for thirteen years. Even

fined to a few scapegoats. -
The most elementary rules o
democracy demand that the matter

is fully investigated, in the way the -

Watergate case was in. the USA.
But further investigations should
not be used as a let-out from im-
mediate prosecution of the minist- -
ers, civil servants and oil company
bosses who quite plainly broke the

law.

And the labour movement has
its own accounts to settle with the
Labour politicians who were in-
volved and the trade union leaders
who served on the Board of BP.
We should have our own tribunal,
to drum these cynical assistants of
apartheid and white supremacy out
of the movement.

NIK BARSTOW

“now, prosecutions could be con-
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Small ads are free for labour move-

ment events. Paid ads '(includ.i:ag |

ads for publications) 8p per word,

£5 per column inch — payment in

advance. Send copy to

London N1, to arrive by Friday for
inclusion in the following week's
paper. S

Mohdaf 2 October. Coventry

ory meeting
Speaker: Richard Chessum. 7.30,
- Swanswell pub. - |
- Saturday 7 October. West Midlands
joint trade union conference on the

36 hour week and the 5% limit. At

the Digbeth Halls, Birmingham.

Sunday 8 October. London Workers
| Action eeting: ‘‘Socialists and the |
- next mmment”. 7.45pm, ‘Gen-

~eral n’, Wharfdale Rd/Cale
donian Rd, Kings Cross. |
| Tuesday 10 October. Brent SCLV
1 public meeting: ‘“What prospect for

& Labour victory?’’ Speakers: Ernie

Roberts (PPC, Hackney North);
Colin Adams (Brent East CLP dele-
gate -to Labour Party conference);

and Ken Livingstone (PPC, Hamp- |

stead). Chair: Merle Amory (asst.
~ secretary, Brent Health Area

NUPE). 7.45pm, Anson  Hall,

Anson Rd/Chichele Rd, NW2. o

- Out now! Workers Power pamphlet
on Marxism and the Trade Unions.
Articles on the Minority Movement,
the Rank and File today, RILU

theses. 85p from BCM Box 7750,
London WC1V 6XX or from left
~ bookshops. - |

. First issue! Workers’ Poiver,"reﬁo-, o

lutionary monthly newspaper, out
now. 156p plus 7

, p&p from BCM -
Box 7750, Lon on&gVCIV- B8XX.

@

- Subscriptions £2 for 12 issues.

| PUBLISHED by Workers' Action,

. Box 1960, Rising Free, 182 Upper
St, London N1, and printed by Anvil
Press (TU). Registered as a news-
paper atthe GPO. |
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WHAT MANY Labour activists
‘will want to see from this Confer-

ence is some accounting for the

- Government’s flouting of almost -
every left-wing Conference de-

cision or Manifesto pledge, and

‘some commitment to have Conf-

~erence policies — not praise of
the Government’s wage-freezing,
job-cutting record — as the basis

for the next Manifesto.
- These issues hinge on the ques-

tlon of democracy and accounta-
- bility in the labour movement.
- Two major items will be at the
centre of Conference controversy- -

on this question

First, ' re- selection of MPs. -
Last year, 67 CLP resolutions
demanded that there should be

a new selection conference in

every constituency between gen-
eral elections, instead of MPs
continuing automatlcally in .office

~ ast they do at present. -

vV

" The NEC got Conference to
“remit the issue...

and has now
come back with recommendations
which filter down the Constitu-

ency Labour Parties’ demands to |

almost nothing.

The Natlonal Executlve Com-
mittee majority report provides
that there should be a new

selection conference — if the
CLP, at a special meeting of the
. General Comrmttee votes to have

“continued from page 1

~ But .the trade union leaders
themselves have some bones to

pick with the Govermment. At
the TUC Callaghan got promises
of unlimited cooperation and in-

‘dustrial peace on the under-
'standing that there would be an

election within a few weeks. Then

" he announced that the election -

would not come for some months

— and so the union leaders would
lice their members

have to po

tightly for much longer than they -

had expected. Now the AUEW

N and the TGWU have been pushed
~ into struggle by the Ford workers.

This tension may mean that
somé of the feeling in the con-

| ctltueucles agalnst wage restraint

Nhose slcl are 'You ¢ '

& reslinisnilons. -

that members pushmg for Ye-

selection effectively have to win

a motion of no confidence in the

sitting MP_before' getting the
; procedureopened

Socralrst Compargn for a Labom' ) :

Victo

| LabourPartyco ereneefrlne
| meeting: 640pm ‘Monday 2nd
R | October . ‘The Victory
| Caunce St Blackpool

| Ken Livin gstone (PPC Hamp-

1 stead}, Colin Adame (deleg ate |
| Brent East CLP), Pete Towe .
(delegate, Stockport South CLP)

Speakers*'

Moreover, 1f the 81tt1ng MP

wins that vote of Ctonfidence,
- s/he is protected against re-

selection proceedings for the rest

of the life of that Parliament.
- Under the Labour Party constitu-

tion at present there is a limited
right of re-selection, ‘used, for

~example, in Newham North-'
- East. The NEC majority report
would make re-selection pro-

ceedings under this clause condi-
tional on the NEC agreeing that
there are changed
stances’.

An. essential feature of ‘any

democratic right of recall must be.
speed and s1mp11c1ty Otherwise -

the system is always biased in

favour of the sitting representa-
tive, who can manoeuvre and liti-

gets Conference endorsernent.‘.

1f so, it will be a boost for the Ford
workers — and for the fight to

‘keep the Tories out. Stern wage
controls will not encourage any
worker to vote Labour, let alone
to work activgly to bring out the

“Lubour vote. |
~ The TGWU has a resolutlon
calling for a shorter working
week, and so have many con-

stltuencles. The Government,

echoing the CBI, says that the 35
 hour week Is im

. | ible because
it harms profits and the - compet-

" itivity of the British capitallsm.

The resolutions on this issue are
vague and general enough not

to cause much trouble to anyone

if they are passed, but by approv-
ing them Conferente would at
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vs. democra

- one. Thls will :mean, as a rule,"

circum-

gate while the members’ anger

~about his/her betrayals is ﬁna11y~

worn down.

By this standard, the NEC,

majority report represents a very
poor form of democracy.

Unfortunately, the opposition

is split between. two differnet
proposals for more democratic

‘re-selection. The better of the
- two — the NEC minority report

— retains the present re-selec-
tion right and rejects the propos-
ed ‘vote of no confidence’ clause.

The Campaign for Labour Party

Democracy thinks it is tactically

1 better to drop the present re-

selection right.

On the second major issue of
Party democracy to be debated
at Conference the left has again

 been split. The NEC has put
. forward three procedures for the

election of the Party Leader: by

- the Parliamentary Party (as at

present), by Conference, or by
an electoral college including

MPs and representat1ves of CLPs

and affiliated organisations.

\ A 4

The present. procedure is put

forward. as a resolution, the -

two more democratic procedures
as amendments. Obviously the

© NEC is hoping that the left wing
~ vote will be split between the two

amendments and neither will get
a majority! ~

R least be replylng to the Govern-

ment’s slavish concern for prof-

its above all else, and giving some
support to the Ford workers’

struggle for a 35 hour week.

If some radical resolutions are

passed and it is just left at that,
however, then in. the end it wlll
mean only a few more additions
to the great accumulation of left-
wing good intentions which the
NEC and the
between them have so efficiently
shelved. It will be up to constit-

~ uency Labour Parties, mounting
< campaigns in their own areas,

and fighting thé coming election

on their own policies rather than
" on seme “Jim is good for Brits
“manifesto, to glve the resolutlons-

real fife.

THE HIDDEN
AGENDA ITEM

IRELAND IS one item on the ag-
enda at Labour Party conferences
which almost never reaches the
conference floor. Year after year

the Irish questwn gets pushed out
for ‘lack of time’.

Bu: CLPs are still raising the
issue and demanding a hearing.
This year there is a resolution

-~ frem Hackney North CLP which
~ details  the evidence of British -

army brutality in Northern lIre-
land, and notes that ‘“while the
British Labour movement has a

 long history of concern for human
" rights, and has protested about
‘the repressive regimes of Chile

and South Africa, it has remained
alarmingly silent about the situa-
tion in Ireland.

““Millions. of people in Britain

rightly mourned Steve Biko,

yet the recent death of Brian

~ed in solldarlty

Suatters solldarlty

ON THURSDAY 21st September
600 Dutch squatters demonstrat-

with the 160
squatters evicted from Huntley
Street in London, and in protest

against the 14 arrests under that |

eviction, some under the new

- Criminal Trespass Law. :
The demonstration also ex-

pressed support for 160 Swedish
squatters who are at present

~surrounded by pohce and threat-

ened with eviction.

There were two separate de-
monstrations. In Amsterdam 200
took part in a peaceful picket of
British airline offices, the Swed-
ish consulate, and Dutch head

~ offices of Grand Vista Ltd, a firm
~ of property speculators. |

The biggest action, however,
was in The Hague, where 400

-squatters attacked the British

Embassy. They boarded up the
doors, smashed windows, plaster-
ed the building with posters...

and showered the staff with toy

- bulldozers, as a remmder of the
real bulldozers used in the Hunt-

Government

GENERAL SECRETARY Sam

' Maddocks, in the Bakers’ Union
‘journal, has made the situation
regarding the 5-day week quite

clear. If any workers refuse to

| work six shifts, they will have the

full support of the union.
Already many bakeries have

agreement. Rank Hovis Mc-
Dougall have had it" for two

' _months But the bosses at Merr-
itts bakery in  Cardiff (part of

ABF) are still holding out.”

They have issued threats that

anyone taking the sixth shift
off regularly will be sacked.
The union branch has stated that

it will support anyone who just

works 40 hours, and has instruct-

~ed shop stewards not to accept

any warmng letters glven to

BRENT Town Hall in North
West London, was besieged by

~ two lobbies on Monday 25th
. September. |
. About 60 social workers were
lobbying the Labour Councillors
“over their pay claim. As yet,
‘Brent social workers are not on

strike, although they plan to come
out soon.

At the same time, 100 people__

lobbted the education com-

mittee about school closures.

The committee claims that it

is necessary to close a school be-

le Street eviction. -
Therr banners = proclaimed:
“‘British State evncts squatters,

we evict them”, and “Defend

squatters, not proﬁts

The police arrived and arrest-

ed 57 demonstrators. Normally,
in Holland, only two or three

people would be charged in this -
situation, but this time all 57
were charged with offences ag- -
 ainst pubhc order, and taken to
police stations all over Holland
“to be interrogated separately.
A defence committee has been

set up and can be contacted via
the Advrso Service for squatt-
ers, 2 St Pauls Rd, London N1

- (01-359 8814). Donations would

be apprecnated
- The evictions and arrests are

part of a’ growmg wave of state

repression against squatting in
Europe. If the working class does

- not show the same spirit of inter-

national solidarity as the Dutch

squatters did, it will soon find

itself facing similar attacks.
PAUL BARKER

Bakers say: no extra shift

~ those takmg the sixth shift off..

The bosses are still deter-
mined to get people to work the

‘extra shift. Since student casual
‘workers have left, there is a
constant shortage of labour, and
many new casuals are being
‘broughtin to build up the shifts.
| 1mplemented the five-day week

If the fi ght for a 40-hour, $-

- day week is to be won, we must
.h1t the bosses where it hurts —
in their pockets. An overtime ban

would force them to employ more

~people to keep up production.

- With the ‘annual agreement
coming up in the next two
months, the 40 hour week will be
in the. forefront of negotiations.
We must demand a decent living

wage for 40 hours so that we are |
not forced to work S0 or 60 hours |

to make ends meet.

Cuts protests in Brent

Acause of falIm rolls in the.
borough. Althoug h the decision
on whtch school has been post-
poned for a year, South Kilburn
High School is the most probable

chozce

The lobby included parents,

students, and teachers from
South Kilburn High School,
and teachers from other schools.
Teachers throughout Brent ' have
been campaigning for some time
against cuts in staffing.

P.F.

D
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There are two other tmportant
resolutions. East Hertfordshire

S e e e Assemble 12 oo CLP calls for a one-day oren con-
LTI e and Bethnal ference of the whole labour move-
S — ment on Ireland; and Oxford CLP
opposes any further renewal
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